
windows terminal hot key cheat sheet

windows terminal hot key cheat sheet serves as an essential resource for developers, system administrators,
and power users looking to enhance their productivity with Windows Terminal. This comprehensive guide
compiles the most useful keyboard shortcuts to navigate, manage, and customize the terminal efficiently. By
mastering these hotkeys, users can streamline workflows, reduce reliance on mouse interactions, and perform
complex tasks swiftly. This article delves into fundamental shortcuts for window and tab management, text
editing, navigation, and advanced commands. Whether you are new to Windows Terminal or an experienced user,
this cheat sheet equips you with the necessary tools to harness the full potential of the terminal interface.
Following this introduction is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered in this guide.

Basic Navigation and Window Management

Tab Management Shortcuts

Text Editing and Clipboard Operations

Search and Command Palette

Customization and Profile Switching

Advanced Terminal Controls

Basic Navigation and Window Management

Efficient navigation and window management are critical for leveraging the full capabilities of Windows
Terminal. This section highlights essential hotkeys that allow users to move through the terminal interface,
adjust windows, and enhance multitasking efficiency.

Window Control Shortcuts

Windows Terminal allows multiple windows and panes. Managing these effectively requires knowledge of
specific hotkeys that control window behavior.

Alt + Enter: Toggle full screen mode for the current window.

Ctrl + Shift + W: Close the current window or tab.

Ctrl + Shift + N: Open a new Windows Terminal window.

Alt + Space: Open the window menu for resizing or moving the terminal window.

Pane Navigation

Windows Terminal supports split panes, allowing users to work with multiple command lines simultaneously
within a single window. Hotkeys simplify switching between these panes without using the mouse.

Alt + Shift + Arrow Keys: Move focus between panes (left, right, up, down).



Ctrl + Shift + Plus (+): Split the current pane vertically.

Ctrl + Shift + Minus (-): Split the current pane horizontally.

Ctrl + Shift + W: Close the active pane.

Tab Management Shortcuts

Managing tabs efficiently is crucial when working with multiple sessions or commands. Windows Terminal
provides several hotkeys to open, close, and navigate tabs quickly.

Opening and Closing Tabs

Creating and closing tabs without leaving the keyboard accelerates workflow and reduces disruptions.

Ctrl + Shift + T: Reopen the last closed tab.

Ctrl + Shift + D: Duplicate the current tab.

Ctrl + Shift + W: Close the active tab.

Ctrl + T: Open a new tab with the default profile.

Switching Between Tabs

Quickly navigating between tabs helps maintain focus and manage multiple tasks with ease.

Ctrl + Tab: Switch to the next tab.

Ctrl + Shift + Tab: Switch to the previous tab.

Ctrl + Number (1-9): Switch directly to a specific tab by its position.

Text Editing and Clipboard Operations

Text manipulation is a fundamental activity in the terminal. Windows Terminal hot keys simplify editing,
copying, pasting, and selecting text for efficient command-line operations.

Copy, Cut, and Paste

Using keyboard shortcuts for clipboard operations minimizes the need to interact with the context menu or
mouse.

Ctrl + Shift + C: Copy selected text to the clipboard.

Ctrl + Shift + V: Paste text from the clipboard.



Ctrl + Shift + X: Cut selected text (supported in some profiles).

Text Selection and Navigation

Precise text selection and cursor movement improve command editing and output review.

Shift + Arrow Keys: Select text character-by-character.

Ctrl + Shift + Arrow Keys: Select text word-by-word.

Home / End: Move cursor to the beginning or end of the line.

Ctrl + Left / Right Arrow: Move cursor word-by-word.

Search and Command Palette

Quick access to search functionality and command execution enhances productivity and allows users to find
commands or text within the terminal rapidly.

Search Functionality

Windows Terminal includes an integrated search feature that can be invoked using hotkeys to locate text
within the current session.

Ctrl + Shift + F: Open the search bar within the terminal window.

F3: Find the next occurrence of the search term.

Shift + F3: Find the previous occurrence.

Esc: Close the search bar.

Command Palette Access

The command palette provides quick access to all terminal commands and settings without leaving the
keyboard.

Ctrl + Shift + P: Open the command palette.

Type Command Name: Search for commands or settings.

Enter: Execute the highlighted command.



Customization and Profile Switching

Windows Terminal supports multiple profiles and extensive customization options. Hotkeys facilitate
switching between profiles and accessing settings rapidly.

Profile Switching

Users can switch between different terminal profiles such as PowerShell, Command Prompt, or Ubuntu directly
via hotkeys.

Ctrl + Shift + Number (1-9): Switch to the profile assigned to that tab number.

Ctrl + Shift + Space: Open the profile dropdown menu to select a different profile.

Accessing Settings

Customizing the terminal experience is simplified through quick access to the settings UI or configuration files.

Ctrl + , (Comma): Open the Windows Terminal settings interface.

Ctrl + Shift + S: Save current settings (if editing JSON configuration).

Advanced Terminal Controls

Beyond basic navigation and editing, Windows Terminal offers advanced hotkeys that control terminal
behavior, debugging, and system interaction.

Command Execution and History

Managing command history and execution shortcuts accelerates repeated task completion and debugging.

Ctrl + R: Reverse search through command history.

Up / Down Arrow: Navigate through previous commands.

Ctrl + L: Clear the terminal screen.

Zoom and Font Size Adjustment

Adjusting the terminal’s font size enhances readability without changing system settings.

Ctrl + +: Increase font size.

Ctrl + -: Decrease font size.

Ctrl + 0: Reset font size to default.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Windows Terminal hotkey to open a new tab?

Press Ctrl + Shift + T to open a new tab in Windows Terminal.

How do I split the pane horizontally in Windows Terminal using a hotkey?

Use Alt + Shift + Minus (-) to split the current pane horizontally in Windows Terminal.

Which hotkey closes the current tab in Windows Terminal?

Press Ctrl + Shift + W to close the current tab in Windows Terminal.

How can I switch between tabs quickly using hotkeys in Windows Terminal?

Use Ctrl + Tab to move to the next tab and Ctrl + Shift + Tab to move to the previous tab in Windows
Terminal.

Is there a hotkey to open the settings in Windows Terminal?

Yes, press Ctrl + , (comma) to open the Windows Terminal settings.

What is the hotkey to zoom into the terminal pane in Windows Terminal?

Press Ctrl + Shift + Plus (+) to zoom into the terminal pane in Windows Terminal.

How do I copy and paste using hotkeys in Windows Terminal?

Use Ctrl + Shift + C to copy and Ctrl + Shift + V to paste in Windows Terminal.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Windows Terminal: Hotkeys and Shortcuts Unleashed
This book offers an in-depth guide to all essential hotkeys and shortcuts in Windows Terminal. It’s perfect for
both beginners and advanced users looking to increase productivity. Readers will learn how to customize,
navigate, and manage multiple terminals efficiently using keyboard commands.

2. The Ultimate Windows Terminal Hotkey Cheat Sheet
A concise, easy-to-follow reference guide focusing solely on Windows Terminal hotkeys. This cheat sheet
provides quick access to the most useful shortcuts for everyday terminal tasks. Ideal for developers and
system administrators who want to speed up their workflow.

3. Windows Terminal Power User’s Guide: Hotkeys and Beyond
Explore advanced Windows Terminal features with a strong emphasis on hotkeys and keyboard navigation. This
book covers practical tips and tricks to maximize your terminal experience. It also includes customization
techniques to tailor the terminal to your needs.

4. Boost Productivity with Windows Terminal: Keyboard Shortcuts Explained
Learn how to streamline your command-line sessions using keyboard shortcuts in Windows Terminal. This guide
breaks down complex commands into manageable hotkey sequences. It's designed to help users reduce reliance on



the mouse and enhance efficiency.

5. Windows Terminal Essentials: Hotkeys for Developers
Targeted specifically at developers, this book highlights the most important hotkeys for coding, testing, and
multitasking within Windows Terminal. It includes examples and scenarios demonstrating how shortcuts can
save time during development cycles.

6. Quick Reference: Windows Terminal Hotkey Cheat Sheet
A handy quick-reference book packed with all the essential hotkeys for Windows Terminal in a compact format.
This resource is perfect for users who want immediate access to shortcut keys without sifting through
lengthy manuals.

7. Windows Terminal Hotkeys and Customization Guide
This comprehensive guide focuses on both default hotkeys and how to create custom shortcuts in Windows
Terminal. It explains configuration files and scripting to personalize your terminal environment. Users will gain
complete control over their workflow.

8. Keyboard-Driven Windows Terminal: A Hotkey Focused Approach
Emphasizing a keyboard-first methodology, this book trains readers to rely on hotkeys for nearly every
terminal interaction. It includes exercises and practical examples to build muscle memory for efficient terminal
usage.

9. Windows Terminal for Power Users: Hotkeys and Workflow Optimization
Designed for power users, this book dives deep into optimizing workflows using Windows Terminal hotkeys. It
covers multi-pane management, tab navigation, and session handling through keyboard shortcuts. Readers will
achieve faster, smoother terminal operations.
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  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: PowerShell Pocket Reference Lee Holmes,
2021-04-22 This portable reference to PowerShell summarizes the command shell and scripting
language and provides a concise guide to the many tasks that make PowerShell so useful. If you're a
busy administrator and don't have time to plow through huge books or in-depth online searches, this
is the ideal on-the-job tool. Written by PowerShell team member Lee Holmes and excerpted from his
PowerShell Cookbook, this edition offers up-to-date coverage of Windows PowerShell 5.1 and open
source PowerShell Core up to 7 and beyond. Beginning with a guided tour of PowerShell, this handy
guide covers: PowerShell language and environment Regular expression reference XPath quick
reference .NET string formatting .NET DateTime formatting Selected .NET classes and their uses
WMI reference Selected COM objects and their uses Standard PowerShell verbs
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: PowerShell Cookbook Lee Holmes, 2021-06-16 How
do you use PowerShell to navigate the filesystem, manage files and folders, or retrieve a web page?
This introduction to the PowerShell language and scripting environment provides more than 400
task-oriented recipes to help you solve all kinds of problems. Intermediate to advanced system
administrators will find more than 100 tried-and-tested scripts they can copy and use immediately.
Updated for PowerShell 5.1 and Open Source PowerShell up to 7.0 and beyond, this comprehensive
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cookbook includes hands-on recipes for common tasks and administrative jobs that you can apply
whether you're on the client or server version of Windows. You also get quick references to
technologies used in conjunction with PowerShell, including regular expressions, the XPath
language, format specifiers, and frequently referenced .NET, COM, and WMI classes. Learn how to
use PowerShell on Windows 10 and Windows Server 2019 Tour PowerShell's core features,
including the command model, object-based pipeline, and ubiquitous scripting Master fundamentals
such as the interactive shell, pipeline, and object concepts Perform common tasks that involve
working with files, internet-connected scripts, user interaction, and more Solve tasks in systems and
enterprise management, such as working with Active Directory and the filesystem
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: Inside Citrix MetaFrame XP Ted Harwood, 2002
The most comprehensive reference on the market for MetaFrame XP and the only book with a strong
focus on Web-enabling enterprise applications using NFuse technology, this guide contains several
real-world examples to drive home the main points.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: InfoWorld , 1989-11-13 InfoWorld is targeted to
Senior IT professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also
celebrates people, companies, and projects.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: Professional VMware Server Eric Hammersley,
2006-12-11 Developing software and testing within virtual machines provides you with countless
advantages in terms of automation, stability, disaster recovery, and overall code quality. With this
book as your guide, you get the tools you need to create a fleet of virtual machine images that you
can use to build your own secure applications. Beginning with the basics of virtualization and its
place within the development and testing environment, the book then delves into the APIs and
provides a deep, example-rich reference to their function and purpose. VMware expert Eric
Hammersley shares his vast experience in using VMware in the development process and shows you
how you can streamline your own development with the new VMware Server. You'll learn to
integrate VMware Server into your existing environment using CruiseControl.NET and Visual
Studio® Team System as examples. Plus, you'll get a clear understanding of virtual hardware,
networks, and the server console, and find out how to build base images. You'll discover the benefits
of software development and testing within virtual machines and the advantages they have to offer.
This will help you rapidly deploy new machines, set up multiple platforms on a single machine, and
dramatically increase the utilization of your hardware. What you will learn from this book Steps on
how to install and configure VMware Server Tips to follow when creating development base images
Methods on how to organize your image libraries and prepare them for use Best practices for using
VmCOM, VmPerl, and the Programming API How to integrate VMware Server into your existing
environment and automate its functionality Ways to leverage VMware Server to provide banks of
testing machines on demand Who this book is for This book is for software developers, lead
developers, and software testing engineers who want to integrate VMware Server into their existing
systems in order to create and test applications on various platforms. Wrox Professional guides are
planned and written by working programmers to meet the real-world needs of programmers,
developers, and IT professionals. Focused and relevant, they address the issues technology
professionals face every day. They provide examples, practical solutions, and expert education in
new technologies, all designed to help programmers do a better job.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: PC/Computing , 1993-10
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: Kali Linux 2: Windows Penetration Testing Wolf
Halton, Bo Weaver, 2016-06-28 Kali Linux: a complete pentesting toolkit facilitating smooth
backtracking for working hackers About This Book Conduct network testing, surveillance, pen
testing and forensics on MS Windows using Kali Linux Footprint, monitor, and audit your network
and investigate any ongoing infestations Customize Kali Linux with this professional guide so it
becomes your pen testing toolkit Who This Book Is For If you are a working ethical hacker who is
looking to expand the offensive skillset with a thorough understanding of Kali Linux, then this is the
book for you. Prior knowledge about Linux operating systems and the BASH terminal emulator along



with Windows desktop and command line would be highly beneficial. What You Will Learn Set up
Kali Linux for pen testing Map and enumerate your Windows network Exploit several common
Windows network vulnerabilities Attack and defeat password schemes on Windows Debug and
reverse-engineer Windows programs Recover lost files, investigate successful hacks and discover
hidden data in innocent-looking files Catch and hold admin rights on the network, and maintain
backdoors on the network after your initial testing is done In Detail Microsoft Windows is one of the
two most common OS and managing its security has spawned the discipline of IT security. Kali Linux
is the premier platform for testing and maintaining Windows security. Kali is built on the Debian
distribution of Linux and shares the legendary stability of that OS. This lets you focus on using the
network penetration, password cracking, forensics tools and not the OS. This book has the most
advanced tools and techniques to reproduce the methods used by sophisticated hackers to make you
an expert in Kali Linux penetration testing. First, you are introduced to Kali's top ten tools and other
useful reporting tools. Then, you will find your way around your target network and determine
known vulnerabilities to be able to exploit a system remotely. Next, you will prove that the
vulnerabilities you have found are real and exploitable. You will learn to use tools in seven
categories of exploitation tools. Further, you perform web access exploits using tools like websploit
and more. Security is only as strong as the weakest link in the chain. Passwords are often that weak
link. Thus, you learn about password attacks that can be used in concert with other approaches to
break into and own a network. Moreover, you come to terms with network sniffing, which helps you
understand which users are using services you can exploit, and IP spoofing, which can be used to
poison a system's DNS cache. Once you gain access to a machine or network, maintaining access is
important. Thus, you not only learn penetrating in the machine you also learn Windows privilege's
escalations. With easy to follow step-by-step instructions and support images, you will be able to
quickly pen test your system and network. Style and approach This book is a hands-on guide for Kali
Linux pen testing. This book will provide all the practical knowledge needed to test your network's
security using a proven hacker's methodology. The book uses easy-to-understand yet professional
language for explaining concepts.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: The ABC's of SCO UNIX Tom Cuthbertson, 1991
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: Kali Linux 2018: Windows Penetration Testing
Wolf Halton, Bo Weaver, 2018-10-25 Become the ethical hacker you need to be to protect your
network Key FeaturesSet up, configure, and run a newly installed Kali-Linux 2018.xFootprint,
monitor, and audit your network and investigate any ongoing infestationsCustomize Kali Linux with
this professional guide so it becomes your pen testing toolkitBook Description Microsoft Windows is
one of the two most common OSes, and managing its security has spawned the discipline of IT
security. Kali Linux is the premier platform for testing and maintaining Windows security. Kali is
built on the Debian distribution of Linux and shares the legendary stability of that OS. This lets you
focus on using the network penetration, password cracking, and forensics tools, and not the OS. This
book has the most advanced tools and techniques to reproduce the methods used by sophisticated
hackers to make you an expert in Kali Linux penetration testing. You will start by learning about the
various desktop environments that now come with Kali. The book covers network sniffers and
analysis tools to uncover the Windows protocols in use on the network. You will see several tools
designed to improve your average in password acquisition, from hash cracking, online attacks,
offline attacks, and rainbow tables to social engineering. It also demonstrates several use cases for
Kali Linux tools like Social Engineering Toolkit, and Metasploit, to exploit Windows vulnerabilities.
Finally, you will learn how to gain full system-level access to your compromised system and then
maintain that access. By the end of this book, you will be able to quickly pen test your system and
network using easy-to-follow instructions and support images. What you will learnLearn advanced
set up techniques for Kali and the Linux operating systemUnderstand footprinting and
reconnaissance of networksDiscover new advances and improvements to the Kali operating
systemMap and enumerate your Windows networkExploit several common Windows network
vulnerabilitiesAttack and defeat password schemes on WindowsDebug and reverse engineer



Windows programsRecover lost files, investigate successful hacks, and discover hidden dataWho this
book is for If you are a working ethical hacker who is looking to expand the offensive skillset with a
thorough understanding of Kali Linux, then this is the book for you. Prior knowledge about Linux
operating systems, BASH terminal, and Windows command line would be highly beneficial.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: PC Mag , 1986-04-29 PCMag.com is a leading
authority on technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and
services. Our expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions
and get more from technology.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: PC Mag , 1992-02-25 PCMag.com is a leading
authority on technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and
services. Our expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions
and get more from technology.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: InfoWorld , 1990-06-11 InfoWorld is targeted to
Senior IT professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also
celebrates people, companies, and projects.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: PC Mag , 1986-09-30 PCMag.com is a leading
authority on technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and
services. Our expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions
and get more from technology.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: InfoWorld , 1992-03-02 InfoWorld is targeted to
Senior IT professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also
celebrates people, companies, and projects.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: InfoWorld , 1988-11-14 InfoWorld is targeted to
Senior IT professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also
celebrates people, companies, and projects.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: InfoWorld , 1989-05-08 InfoWorld is targeted to
Senior IT professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also
celebrates people, companies, and projects.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: Computerworld , 1992-09-14 For more than 40 years,
Computerworld has been the leading source of technology news and information for IT influencers
worldwide. Computerworld's award-winning Web site (Computerworld.com), twice-monthly
publication, focused conference series and custom research form the hub of the world's largest
global IT media network.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: InfoWorld , 1992-03-23 InfoWorld is targeted to
Senior IT professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also
celebrates people, companies, and projects.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: Breaking and Entering Jeremy N. Smith, 2019 This
taut, true thriller dives into a dark world that touches us all, as seen through the brilliant, breakneck
career of an extraordinary hacker--a woman known only as Alien. When she arrived at MIT in the
1990s, Alien was quickly drawn to the school's tradition of high-risk physical trespassing: the
original hacking. Within a year, one of her hallmates was dead and two others were arraigned.
Alien's adventures were only just beginning. After a stint at the storied, secretive Los Alamos
National Laboratory, Alien was recruited by a top cybersecurity firm where she deployed her cache
of virtual weapons--and the trespassing and social engineering talents she had developed while
hacking at MIT. The company tested its clients' security by every means possible--not just coding,
but donning disguises and sneaking past guards and secretaries into the C-suite. Alien now runs a
boutique hacking outfit that caters to some of the world's biggest and most vulnerable
institutions--banks, retailers, government agencies. Her work combines devilish charm, old-school
deception, and next generation spycraft. In Breaking and Entering, cybersecurity finally gets the
rich, character-driven, fast-paced treatment it deserves.
  windows terminal hot key cheat sheet: Mac OS X David Pogue, 2005 Demonstrates the



operating system's basic features, including Internet access, file management, configuring the
desktop, installing peripherals, and working with applications.
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