william whyte street corner society

william whyte street corner society is a seminal work in the field of urban sociology and ethnographic
research. This groundbreaking study, authored by William Foote Whyte in 1943, delves deeply into the
social structures, interactions, and community dynamics of an Italian-American neighborhood in Boston. By
immersing himself in the daily lives of the residents, Whyte provided an unprecedented insider
perspective on the informal social networks that shape urban life. The book is particularly renowned for its
detailed analysis of the "street corner society,” a term that describes the social groups and hierarchies
centered around street corners and local hangouts. This article explores the key themes, methodology, and
lasting impact of William Whyte’s work, as well as its relevance to contemporary urban studies. The
following sections will outline the background and context of the study, its ethnographic approach, core

findings, and its influence on sociology and urban anthropology.

Background and Context of William Whyte’s Study

Ethnographic Methodology in Street Corner Society

Core Findings and Social Dynamics

Impact and Legacy in Urban Sociology

Contemporary Relevance and Applications

Background and Context of William Whyte’s Study

William Whyte’s Street Corner Society was conducted during the early 1940s in the North End
neighborhood of Boston, an area predominantly inhabited by Italian immigrants and their descendants. At
the time, urban sociology was evolving, but few studies offered in-depth, qualitative insights into the lived
experiences of working-class urban communities. Whyte’s research aimed to fill this gap by focusing on
informal social organizations rather than formal institutions. The North End’s unique social fabric, marked
by strong ethnic ties, communal solidarity, and localized social networks, provided an ideal setting for this
exploration. Understanding the historical and socioeconomic context of this immigrant community is

essential to grasp the nuances of Whyte’s analysis.

Historical and Socioeconomic Setting

The North End of Boston during the 1930s and 1940s was a densely populated neighborhood characterized



by poverty, overcrowding, and limited economic opportunities. Italian immigrants and their families faced
challenges such as linguistic barriers, discrimination, and precarious employment. Despite these hardships,
they developed robust social networks that fostered mutual aid and community cohesion. These networks

often revolved around specific street corners, social clubs, and informal leadership structures.

Importance of Studying Urban Ethnic Communities

Whyte’s focus on an ethnic urban community was pioneering in highlighting how immigrant groups
maintained cultural identity while adapting to American urban life. The study underscored the
significance of informal social controls and peer relationships in shaping individual behavior and
community norms. This approach challenged prevailing stereotypes about immigrant communities and

contributed to a more nuanced understanding of urban social dynamics.

Ethnographic Methodology in Street Corner Society

The methodological approach employed by William Whyte in Street Corner Society is a classic example of
participant observation in ethnographic research. Whyte immersed himself in the community, gaining
trust and acceptance by spending extended periods engaging with residents in their natural social
environments. This approach allowed him to capture the intricate social interactions and cultural practices

that quantitative methods could not reveal.

Participant Observation Techniques

Whyte’s method involved living in the neighborhood, frequenting local gathering spots such as street
corners, bars, and social clubs, and building relationships with key informants. Through these interactions,
he observed social rituals, power dynamics, and friendship networks firsthand. This immersive technique

enabled Whyte to document subtle social cues and the unspoken rules governing community life.

Challenges and Ethical Considerations

Conducting ethnographic research in a close-knit urban community presented challenges such as gaining
trust, avoiding bias, and maintaining objectivity. Whyte navigated these concerns by emphasizing
respectful engagement and transparency. His work set a standard for ethical ethnography by balancing

insider access with scholarly rigor.



Core Findings and Social Dynamics

William Whyte’s Street Corner Society revealed several critical insights into the social organization of
urban ethnic communities. Central to his findings was the concept of a “street corner society,” which
described the informal social groups that congregate around specific urban spaces. These groups functioned

as sites of identity, social control, and interpersonal support.

Social Structure and Leadership

Within the neighborhood, Whyte identified a hierarchy of social roles, including leaders, followers, and
marginal members. Leadership was often informal but highly influential, with certain individuals
commanding respect and authority through charisma, social connections, or control of resources. These

leaders played a key role in maintaining order and mediating conflicts within the community.

Peer Groups and Socialization

The study highlighted the importance of peer groups in shaping behavior, particularly among young men.
Street corners served as arenas for socialization, where norms were reinforced, reputations were built, and
identities were negotiated. These groups provided a sense of belonging and a framework for navigating the

challenges of urban life.

Community Solidarity and Conflict

While the neighborhood exhibited strong solidarity rooted in shared ethnicity and socioeconomic status,
internal conflicts and rivalries were also evident. Whyte documented instances of interpersonal disputes,
competition for status, and divergent interests that complicated the community’s cohesion. Understanding

these dynamics was essential for a realistic portrayal of urban social life.

Impact and Legacy in Urban Sociology

Street Corner Society has had a profound and lasting impact on the fields of urban sociology, anthropology,
and social psychology. William Whyte’s work is considered a foundational text that advanced the use of

ethnographic methods in sociological research and illuminated the complexity of urban social structures.

Influence on Sociological Research

Whyte’s study demonstrated the value of qualitative, immersive research in capturing the lived realities of

marginalized communities. It inspired subsequent generations of researchers to adopt ethnographic



techniques and to focus on informal social processes. The book also contributed to a shift away from purely

statistical analyses toward more nuanced interpretations of social behavior.

Contributions to Urban Theory

The concept of the “street corner society” has become a key theoretical framework for understanding urban
social organization. It highlights the significance of place-based social networks and the role of informal
social control in shaping community life. This framework continues to inform contemporary urban studies

and policies aimed at addressing social cohesion and community development.

Recognition and Critiques

While widely praised, Whyte’s work has also faced critiques regarding potential researcher bias and the
generalizability of findings. Nevertheless, it remains a critical reference point in the study of urban

communities and ethnography, valued for its depth, detail, and methodological innovation.

Contemporary Relevance and Applications

The insights from William Whyte’s Street Corner Society continue to resonate in modern urban sociology
and community studies. Understanding the dynamics of informal social networks and local leadership

remains crucial for addressing urban challenges such as crime, poverty, and social integration.

Applications in Urban Policy and Community Development

Policy makers and community organizers draw on Whyte’s findings to design interventions that leverage
existing social networks for positive change. Recognizing the importance of local leaders and peer groups

helps in crafting programs that are culturally sensitive and community-driven.

Relevance to Contemporary Urban Ethnography

Modern ethnographers build upon Whyte’s approach by incorporating new technologies and addressing
diverse urban settings worldwide. The emphasis on immersive, context-rich research continues to inform

studies of urban life, migration, and social inequality.

List of Key Contributions of William Whyte’s Street Corner Society



Introduction of participant observation as a core sociological method

Detailed documentation of informal social structures in urban ethnic communities

Conceptualization of “street corner society” as a framework for urban social networks

Insights into leadership, peer group dynamics, and social control

Influence on urban policy and community development strategies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of William Whyte's book 'Street Corner Society'?

William Whyte's 'Street Corner Society' focuses on the social organization and dynamics of an Italian-

American neighborhood in Boston, exploring how community members interact and maintain social order.

When was 'Street Corner Society' by William Whyte first published?

‘Street Corner Society' was first published in 1943.

What research method did William Whyte use in 'Street Corner
Society'?

William Whyte used ethnographic research methods, including participant observation, to study the social

life of the Italian-American community in Boston.

Why is "Street Corner Society' considered an important work in
sociology?

The book is considered important because it was one of the first detailed ethnographic studies of urban

communities, providing deep insights into social structures, leadership, and group behavior.

What community does William Whyte study in 'Street Corner Society'?

He studies an Italian-American neighborhood in Boston's North End.



How does William Whyte describe leadership in 'Street Corner Society'?

Whyte describes leadership as informal and based on personal relationships, with 'corner boys' and other

local figures holding significant influence within the community.

‘What impact did 'Street Corner Society' have on urban sociology?

The book influenced urban sociology by highlighting the importance of social networks, informal social

controls, and community cohesion in urban neighborhoods.

Does 'Street Corner Society' address issues of ethnicity and identity?

Yes, the book discusses how ethnic identity and cultural traditions shape social interactions and community

solidarity in the Italian-American neighborhood.

How has "Street Corner Society' been used in academic settings?

It is widely used as a foundational text in sociology and anthropology courses to teach ethnographic research

and urban social dynamics.

Additional Resources

1. Street Corner Society: The Social Structure of an Italian Slum

This is the seminal work by William Foote Whyte, published in 1943, that explores the intricate social
networks within a Boston Italian-American neighborhood. Whyte’s ethnographic study provides a detailed
look at how community members organize their lives, form social groups, and navigate the challenges of
urban life. The book is a foundational text in urban sociology and anthropology, highlighting the

importance of social relationships in shaping community dynamics.

2. Public and Private Life of Urban Neighborhoods

This book delves into the distinctions and interactions between public and private spheres in urban
communities, building on themes introduced in "Street Corner Society." It examines how residents balance
social expectations with personal relationships and how public spaces serve as crucial sites for community

interaction. The work provides insights into the social fabric that sustains neighborhoods over time.

3. The Ethnographic Imagination: Essays on Fieldwork and the Human Condition

This collection of essays by various anthropologists and sociologists reflects on the methodologies and
insights gained from ethnographic studies like Whyte’s. It discusses the role of participant observation in
understanding human behavior and social structures. The book offers theoretical perspectives that

complement the practical observations found in "Street Corner Society."

4. Community and Social Change: Urban Ethnographies



Focusing on urban ethnographies, this book explores how communities respond to social change, economic
pressures, and cultural shifts. It includes case studies similar to Whyte’s, highlighting the resilience and
adaptability of neighborhood networks. The text is valuable for understanding the dynamics of urban life in

different historical and geographical contexts.

5. Networks of Power: Social Relations in Urban Environments

This work analyzes the power dynamics embedded in social networks within urban settings, echoing
themes from "Street Corner Society." It investigates how influence and authority are distributed among
community members and how these relationships affect social cohesion. The book is essential for readers

interested in the interplay between social structure and power.

6. The Informal Economy and Community Life

Exploring the role of informal economic activities within neighborhoods, this book sheds light on how
residents sustain their livelihoods outside formal systems. It complements Whyte’s observations of social
organization by emphasizing economic aspects of community life. The book offers a nuanced view of how

informal practices support social networks.

7. Urban Neighborhoods: Social Networks and Community Ties

This title provides an overview of the importance of social networks in maintaining the identity and
stability of urban neighborhoods. Drawing on ethnographic research, it discusses how community ties
influence social support, collective action, and local governance. The book is useful for those studying urban

sociology and community development.

8. Friendship and Social Organization in Urban Communities

Focusing on the role of friendship in urban social structures, this book explores how personal relationships
shape community dynamics and social hierarchies. It builds on Whyte’s findings about the significance of
informal groups and social clubs in neighborhood life. The text highlights the emotional and social functions

of friendship networks.

9. Ethnography and the Study of Urban Life

This book offers methodological guidance and theoretical reflections on conducting ethnographic research in
urban settings, inspired by classic works like "Street Corner Society." It discusses the challenges and
rewards of immersive fieldwork in diverse communities. The book is a valuable resource for students and

researchers interested in qualitative urban studies.
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william whyte street corner society: Street Corner Society William Foote Whyte, 2012-04-26
The classic study of a poor community in Boston’s North End in the mid-twentieth century. Street
Corner Society is one of a handful of works that can justifiably be called classics of sociological
research. William Foote Whyte's account of the Italian American slum he called
“Cornerville”—Boston's North End—has been the model for urban ethnography for fifty years. By
mapping the intricate social worlds of street gangs and “corner boys,” Whyte was among the first to
demonstrate that a poor community need not be socially disorganized. His writing set a standard for
vivid portrayals of real people in real situations. And his frank discussion of his
methodology—participant observation—has served as an essential casebook in field research for
generations of students and scholars. This fiftieth anniversary edition includes a new preface and
revisions to the methodological appendix. In a new section on the book’s legacy, Whyte responds to
challenges to the validity, interpretation, and uses of his data. “The Whyte Impact on the Underdog,”
the moving statement by a gang leader who became the author’s first research assistant, is
preserved. “Street Corner Society broke new ground and set a standard for field research in
American cities that remains a source of intellectual challenge.”—Robert Washington, Reviews in
Anthropology

william whyte street corner society: Understanding Qualitative Research and
Ethnomethodology Paul ten Have, 2004-02-28 Understanding Qualitative Research and
Ethnomethodology provides a discussion of qualitative research methods from an
ethnomethodological perspective. Detailed yet concise, Paul ten Have's text explores the complex
relation between the more traditional methods of qualitative social research and the discipline of
ethnomethodology. It draws on examples from both ethnomethodological studies and the wider field
of qualitative research to discuss critically an array of methods for qualitative data collection and
analysis. With a student-friendly structure, this engaging book will be an invaluable resource for
both students and researchers across the social sciences.

william whyte street corner society: Inside Science Robert E. Kohler, 2019-02-27 Context
and situation always matter in both human and animal lives. Unique insights can be gleaned from
conducting scientific studies from within human communities and animal habitats. Inside Science is
a novel treatment of this distinctive mode of fieldwork. Robert E. Kohler illuminates these resident
practices through close analyses of classic studies: of Trobriand Islanders, Chicago hobos, corner
boys in Boston’s North End, Jane Goodall’s chimpanzees of the Gombe Stream Reserve, and more.
Intensive firsthand observation; a preference for generalizing from observed particulars, rather than
from universal principles; and an ultimate framing of their results in narrative form characterize
these inside stories from the field. Resident observing takes place across a range of sciences, from
anthropology and sociology to primatology, wildlife ecology, and beyond. What makes it special,
Kohler argues, is the direct access it affords scientists to the contexts in which their subjects live
and act. These scientists understand their subjects not by keeping their distance but by living among
them and engaging with them in ways large and small. This approach also demonstrates how science
and everyday life—often assumed to be different and separate ways of knowing—are in fact
overlapping aspects of the human experience. This story-driven exploration is perfect for historians,
sociologists, and philosophers who want to know how scientists go about making robust knowledge
of nature and society.

william whyte street corner society: Doing Social Research Leonard Cargan, 2007 Doing
Social Research is an easy-to-understand guidebook for readers who have little or no knowledge of
the social research process. Written in a clear, straightforward style, this book presents the various
topics of social research in the outline form of all sociological research articles, providing a concise
overview of the most important elements of social research. As an added bonus, synopses of classical
studies introduce readers to the early pioneers of social research.

william whyte street corner society: Reframing Organizational Culture Peter ]. Frost,
1991-08-07 Offers a study of the interaction between investigation and the subject of inquiry. This



title includes a variety of frames as tools that help readers to examine any empirical piece on
organizational culture on its own merits - as good research - while at the same time, permit viewing
it from other perspectives as well.

william whyte street corner society: The Subcultures Reader Ken Gelder, 2005 Revised
and update completely to include new research and theories, this second edition of a hugely
successful book brings together a range of articles, from big names in the field, classic texts and
new thinking on subcultures and their definitions.

william whyte street corner society: Fields of Play Laurel Richardson, 1997 How do the
specific circumstances in which we write affect what we write? How does what we write affect who
we become? How can we maintain professsional and personal integrity in today's university? In a
series of traditional and experimental writings, a culmination of ten years of works-in-progress,
Laurel Richardson records an intellectual journey, displacing boundaries and creating new ways of
reading and writing. Applying the sociological imagination to the writing process, she connects her
life to her work. Deeply engaging, movingly written with grace, elegance, and clarity, the book
stimulates readers to situate their own writing in personal, social, and political contexts.

william whyte street corner society: The Poverty of the Ethnography of Poverty Loic
Wacquant, 2025-07-02 In The Poverty of the Ethnography of Poverty, Loic Wacquant dissects how
sociologists who carry out field studies of the poor write about race, class, and morality in the city's
underbelly; the blinders and biases that affect their research and how to overcome them; and how to
become aware of these biases and develop a better meshing of theory and research.

william whyte street corner society: Street Corner Society ... William Foote Whyte, 1949

william whyte street corner society: Ethnographic Methods Karen O'Reilly, 2012-03-12
This best-selling book, designed for researchers embarking on their first ethnographic project, has
been substantially revised and updated, with lots of exercises and advice to guide the embodied and
creative ‘practice’ of ethnography. New additions include cyber-ethnography, sensual, visual and
mobile ethnographies, and ‘field walking’.

william whyte street corner society: Reflections on Imagination Mark Harris, Nigel Rapport,
2016-03-03 In this innovative volume, anthropologists turn their attention to a topic that has rarely
figured as a focus of concerted investigation and yet which can be described as an intrinsic aspect of
all human knowing and part of all processes by which human beings process information about
themselves, their identities, their environments and their relations: the imagination. How do
anthropologists use imagination in coming to know their research subjects? How might they, and
how should they, use their imagination? And how do research subjects themselves understand,
describe, justify and limit their use of the imagination? Presenting a range of case studies from a
variety of locations including the UK, US, Africa, East Asia and South America, this collection offers
a comparative exploration of how imagination has been conceptualized and understood in a range of
analytical traditions, with regard to issues of both methodology and ethnomethodology. With
emphasis not on abstraction but on imagination as activity, technique and subject situated in the
middle of lives, Reflections on Imagination sheds new light on imagination as a universal capacity
and practice - something to which human beings attend whenever they make sense of their
environments and situate their life-projects in these environments - the means by which worlds come
to be.

william whyte street corner society: An All-consuming Century Gary S. Cross, 2000 The
victory of consumerism in America was not a foregone conclusion. The United States has
traditionally been home to the most aggressive and thoughtful critics of consumption such as
Puritanism and Prohibition. This work offers a history of how market forces came to dominate
American life.

william whyte street corner society: Recording Oral History Valerie Raleigh Yow, 2014-12-05
Recording Oral History, now available in its third edition, provides a comprehensive guide to oral
history for researchers and students in diverse fields including history, sociology, anthropology,
education, psychology, social work, and ethnographic methods. Writing in a clear, accessible style,




Valerie Yowbuilds on the foundations laid in prior editions of her widely used and highly regarded
text to tackle not just the practicalities of interviewing but also the varied ethical, legal, and
philosophical questions that can arise. The text—now twelve chapters—allows for dedicated
discussion of both legalities and ethics. Other new material include recent research on how brain
functions affect memory, more comprehensive demonstration of how to analyze an interview, and
details on making the most of technology, both old and new. Each chapter concludes with updated
and annotated Recommended Readings and tailored appendixes address new developments, such as
institutional review boards and the Oral History Association’s new Principles and Best Practices.

william whyte street corner society: The Practice of Research in Criminology and Criminal
Justice Ronet Bachman, Russell K. Schutt, 2007 This text provides a practical guide to qualitative
and quantitative social research techniques integrated with issues from criminal justice.

william whyte street corner society: Dissertation Advice for Social Research Janet Zollinger
Giele, 2025-09-30 A guidebook for doctoral students and their advisors, this book provides a map to
the many parts of a doctoral thesis - from the statement of the problem, preparation of the proposal,
theory, methods, description, and interpretations of findings to the conclusions and implications for
future research and practice. Divided into six chapters that cover each step of the dissertation
process, Dissertation Advice for Social Research outlines a program for research and writing with
examples drawn from doctoral dissertations in sociology, social policy, history, and the humanities.
Intended to spark students’ imaginations, each chapter contains examples of dissertations with tips
on getting started, drafting and revising the manuscript, and checklists addressed to both students
and advisors that spell out actions needed to make progress and to demonstrate a variety of analytic
methods - ranging from qualitative interpretations and multivariate analysis of large data sets to
historical accounts with examples of various modes of analysis, from grounded theory to qualitative
comparisons and statistical tests of significance such as multiple regression. This book is ideal for
both doctoral students and their advisors, and will help students get started on their dissertations
and to make progress throughout the writing process, regardless of analytic method.

william whyte street corner society: America’s Safest City Simon I. Singer, 2014-10-10
Winner of the American Society of Criminology 2015 Michael J. Hindelang Book Award for the Most
Outstanding Contribution to Research in Criminology Since the mid-1990s, the fast-growing suburb
of Amherst, NY has been voted by numerous publications as one of the safest places to live in
America. Yet, like many of America’s seemingly idyllic suburbs, Amherst is by no means without
crime—especially when it comes to adolescents. In America’s Safest City, noted juvenile justice
scholar Simon I. Singer uses the types of delinquency seen in Amherst as a case study illuminating
the roots of juvenile offending and deviance in modern society. If we are to understand delinquency,
Singer argues, we must understand it not just in impoverished areas, but in affluent ones as well.
Drawing on ethnographic work, interviews with troubled youth, parents and service providers, and
extensive surveys of teenage residents in Amherst, the book illustrates how a suburban environment
is able to provide its youth with opportunities to avoid frequent delinquencies. Singer compares the
most delinquent teens he surveys with the least delinquent, analyzing the circumstances that did or
did not lead them to deviance and the ways in which they confront their personal difficulties, societal
discontents, and serious troubles. Adolescents, parents, teachers, coaches and officials, he
concludes, are able in this suburban setting to recognize teens’ need for ongoing sources of trust,
empathy, and identity in a multitude of social settings, allowing them to become what Singer terms
‘relationally modern’ individuals better equipped to deal with the trials and tribulations of modern
life. A unique and comprehensive study, America’s Safest City is a major new addition to scholarship
on juveniles and crime in America. Crime, Law and Social Change's special issue on America's Safest
City

william whyte street corner society: The Social History of Crime and Punishment in
America Wilbur R. Miller, 2012-07-20 Several encyclopedias overview the contemporary system of
criminal justice in America, but full understanding of current social problems and contemporary
strategies to deal with them can come only with clear appreciation of the historical underpinnings of



those problems. Thus, this five-volume work surveys the history and philosophy of crime,
punishment, and criminal justice institutions in America from colonial times to the present. It covers
the whole of the criminal justice system, from crimes, law enforcement and policing, to courts,
corrections and human services. Among other things, this encyclopedia: explicates philosophical
foundations underpinning our system of justice; charts changing patterns in criminal activity and
subsequent effects on legal responses; identifies major periods in the development of our system of
criminal justice; and explores in the first four volumes - supplemented by a fifth volume containing
annotated primary documents - evolving debates and conflicts on how best to address issues of
crime and punishment. Its signed entries in the first four volumes--supplemented by a fifth volume
containing annotated primary documents--provide the historical context for students to better
understand contemporary criminological debates and the contemporary shape of the U.S. system of
law and justice.

william whyte street corner society: Youth and Sexuality in the Twentieth-Century United
States John C. Spurlock, 2015-07-16 When did the sexual revolution happen? Most Americans would
probably say the 1960s. In reality, young couples were changing the rules of public and private life
for decades before. By the early years of the twentieth century, teenagers were increasingly free of
adult supervision, and taking control of their sexuality in many ways. Dating, going steady, necking,
petting, and cohabiting all provoked adult hand-wringing and advice, most of it ignored. By the time
the media began announcing the arrival of a ‘sexual revolution,’ it had been going on for half a
century. Youth and Sexuality in the Twentieth-Century United States tells this story with fascinating
revelations from both personal writings and scientific sex research. John C. Spurlock follows the
major changes in the sex lives of American youth across the entire century, considering how
dramatic revolutions in the culture of sex affected not only heterosexual relationships, but also gay
and lesbian youth, and same-sex friendships. The dark side of sex is also covered, with discussion of
the painful realities of sexual violence and coercion in the lives of many young people. Full of details
from first-person accounts, this lively and accessible history is essential for anyone interested in
American youth and sexuality.

william whyte street corner society: Tearoom Trade Laud Humphreys, 2017-07-12 From the
time of its first publication, 'Tearoom Trade' engendered controversy. It was also accorded an
unusual amount of praise for a first book on a marginal, intentionally self-effacing population by a
previously unknown sociologist. The book was quickly recognized as an important, imaginative, and
useful contribution to our understanding of deviant sexual activity. Describing impersonal,
anonymous sexual encounters in public restrooms—tearooms in the argot—the book explored the
behavior of men whose closet homosexuality was kept from their families and neighbors. By posing
as an initiate, the author was able to engage in systematic observation of homosexual acts in public
settings, and later to develop a more complete picture of those involved by interviewing them in
their homes, again without revealing their unwitting participation in his study. This enlarged edition
of 'Tearoom Trade' includes the original text, together with a retrospect, written by Nicholas von
Hoffman, Irving Louis Horowitz, Lee Rainwater, Donald P. Warwick, and Myron Glazer. The material
added includes a perspective on the social scientist at work and the ethical problems to which that
work may give rise, along with debate by the book's initial critics and proponents. Humphreys added
a postscript and his views on the opinion expressed in the retrospect.

william whyte street corner society: Perspectives on Sociological Theories,
Methodological Debates and Organizational Sociology Medani P. Bhandari, 2023-04-13 This
book stands as the full body of scholarly work on western theories of social sciences. The book
contents three chapters. The first part gives the overall scenario of theories, the second part
provides the pathway to research destination - the research method, and the third and final part is
the destination of the substantive field of study and the roles of international organizations on social,
political, economic, environmental regimes creation as well as to other social and development
functions of international organizations. Sociology examines the social actors’ activities in society
and social problems. Western Scholars have developed many social theories, which address the



underlying causes such as social conflicts and inequalities, and many formal and informal social
organizations are involved to minimize the challenges of inequalities. The study of social
organizations is a relatively new phenomenon in sociology. Broadly its historical root can be traced
from Greek civilization (Plato, Aristotle), and it has mostly flourished since the Enlightenment Era.
However, empirical studies show that the scientific study of organizations began only from the 19th
and 20th century. Among the scholars of these centuries, the contributions of Karl Marx, Ferdinand
Tonnies, Emile Durkheim, Ludwig Gumplovicz, Vilfredo Pareto, Max Weber, and Talcott Parsons are
considered as pillars of sociology. This book intends to answer the broad and major questions of
theories, methods, and the international organization studies in social sciences, particularly in
sociology and to provide the basic concepts of social theories, application of methods in research
(qualitative), and elaborate the factual reality why study of international organization is also subject
of sociological study. The book presents the perspectives of organizational sociology in way that
scholarly readers can see the linkages political sciences, sociology and slightly economic in
addressing the roles and issues of the international organizations.
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