
winter haven spring training

winter haven spring training has long been a significant chapter in the history of Major League Baseball’s
preseason activities. Nestled in the heart of Central Florida, Winter Haven served as a hub for baseball teams
gearing up for the regular season, offering fans a unique opportunity to witness top-tier talent in a more
intimate and relaxed setting. This article explores the historical importance, current facilities, and fan
experiences associated with Winter Haven spring training. It also highlights the impact on the local community
and outlines key attractions for visitors during the spring training season. Whether you are a baseball
aficionado or a curious traveler, understanding Winter Haven’s role in spring training enriches appreciation for
this beloved American pastime.
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History of Winter Haven Spring Training

Winter Haven spring training dates back several decades, marking the city as a pivotal location in baseball’s
preseason preparations. The city became a favored destination for professional baseball teams due to its
favorable climate, excellent facilities, and community support. The tradition began in the early 20th century,
with Winter Haven hosting some of the most historic franchises in Major League Baseball.

Origins and Development

The origins of Winter Haven’s spring training can be traced to the 1920s and 1930s, when teams sought warm-
weather venues to prepare for the upcoming season. The city’s mild winters and well-maintained fields provided
ideal conditions. Over time, Winter Haven expanded its offerings, constructing dedicated stadiums and training
complexes that attracted multiple teams.

Notable Historical Moments

Throughout its spring training history, Winter Haven has witnessed numerous memorable moments, including
debut appearances by future Hall of Famers and thrilling exhibition games. These events helped cement the city’s
reputation as a key spring training destination and a cherished part of baseball lore.

Spring Training Facilities in Winter Haven

Winter Haven boasts several state-of-the-art spring training facilities that cater to professional baseball
teams and their staff. These complexes combine advanced training equipment with comfortable accommodations,
ensuring teams can focus on player development and conditioning.

Chain of Lakes Park

Chain of Lakes Park is the centerpiece of Winter Haven’s spring training infrastructure. Originally built in the
early 1960s, the stadium has undergone multiple renovations to modernize its amenities. It features a high-
quality playing field, batting cages, pitching mounds, and expansive practice areas. The park has been home to



various teams over the years and continues to serve as a hub for baseball activities.

Training and Conditioning Facilities

In addition to the main stadium, Winter Haven offers comprehensive training facilities including weight rooms,
rehabilitation centers, and indoor practice areas. These resources support players’ physical conditioning and
injury prevention, contributing to optimal performance during the competitive season.

Major League Teams Associated with Winter Haven

Several Major League Baseball teams have called Winter Haven their spring training home at different points in
history. The city’s welcoming atmosphere and excellent facilities have made it a preferred choice for clubs
seeking a reliable spring training base.

Boston Red Sox

The Boston Red Sox are among the most notable teams to have trained in Winter Haven. The organization
utilized Chain of Lakes Park for their spring training operations for many years before moving to other
facilities. Their presence elevated the city’s profile in the baseball community and drew large crowds of fans
eager to see stars in action.

Other Teams and Affiliates

In addition to the Red Sox, other major and minor league teams have held spring training or exhibition games in
Winter Haven. These teams leveraged the city’s resources to prepare athletes and conduct player evaluations
in a competitive but community-oriented environment.

Fan Experience and Attractions

Winter Haven spring training offers an engaging experience for baseball fans, blending the excitement of preseason
games with a relaxed, family-friendly atmosphere. Visitors benefit from affordable tickets, close-up views of
players, and a variety of amenities designed to enhance their enjoyment.

Game Day Atmosphere

Attending spring training games in Winter Haven allows fans to witness top prospects and established stars in
an intimate setting. The smaller stadium size fosters a closer connection between players and spectators,
creating a unique and memorable sporting experience.

Additional Attractions and Activities

Apart from the games, Winter Haven provides numerous attractions that complement the spring training
season. These include local dining options, recreational parks, and cultural events that showcase the area’s
charm. Visitors can explore the Chain of Lakes, enjoy golf courses, and take part in community festivities during
their stay.

Affordable ticket prices for spring training games

Opportunities for player autographs and fan interaction

Access to team merchandise and memorabilia

Family-friendly venues and activities



Economic and Community Impact

The presence of spring training in Winter Haven significantly benefits the local economy and community
development. The influx of visitors during the preseason generates revenue for businesses and creates seasonal
employment opportunities.

Boost to Local Economy

Hotels, restaurants, and retail establishments experience increased patronage during the spring training months.
This seasonal boost helps sustain many local enterprises and supports ongoing investment in infrastructure
and public services.

Community Engagement

Spring training activities in Winter Haven foster community pride and engagement. Local residents participate in
events and volunteer efforts, strengthening the social fabric. Additionally, partnerships between baseball
organizations and community groups promote youth sports programs and health initiatives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Winter Haven Spring Training?

Winter Haven Spring Training refers to the preseason baseball training activities held in Winter Haven, Florida,
where teams prepare for the Major League Baseball season.

Which MLB teams have historically held spring training in Winter Haven?

The Cleveland Indians and Boston Red Sox have historically held their spring training in Winter Haven, Florida.

Is Winter Haven still used for MLB spring training?

No, Winter Haven's Chain of Lakes Park was used for spring training until 2008, after which teams relocated
to other facilities.

What facilities were used for spring training in Winter Haven?

Chain of Lakes Park was the primary facility used for MLB spring training in Winter Haven.

Can fans visit Winter Haven spring training sites today?

While Chain of Lakes Park is no longer used for MLB spring training, the site is occasionally used for amateur
and youth baseball events, and fans can visit the city for baseball-related activities.

Why did MLB teams move their spring training away from Winter Haven?

Teams moved due to aging facilities and the desire for modern amenities, leading to relocations to complexes in
Florida's Grapefruit League locations with updated stadiums.

When did the Cleveland Indians stop holding spring training in Winter Haven?

The Cleveland Indians held their last spring training in Winter Haven in 2008 before moving to Goodyear
Ballpark in Arizona for the Cactus League.



Are there any historical baseball events associated with Winter Haven
spring training?

Winter Haven hosted many notable MLB players during spring training over the decades, contributing to the
development of teams and players before the regular season.

What is the significance of Winter Haven in baseball history?

Winter Haven played a key role as a spring training site for MLB teams for several decades, helping establish
Florida as a central location for preseason baseball.

Are there any baseball museums or attractions related to Winter Haven
spring training?

While there isn't a dedicated museum in Winter Haven for spring training, local sports history can be explored
through community archives and nearby Florida baseball museums.

Additional Resources
1. Winter Haven Spring Training: A Baseball Legacy
This book explores the rich history of Winter Haven, Florida, as a pivotal spring training location for Major
League Baseball teams. It delves into the origins of spring training in the area, highlighting key moments and
legendary players who trained there. Readers will gain insight into how Winter Haven became an essential part
of baseball culture.

2. Sunshine and Sluggers: Stories from Winter Haven Spring Training
Sunshine and Sluggers shares personal anecdotes and behind-the-scenes stories from players, coaches, and fans
who experienced spring training in Winter Haven. Filled with memorable moments and colorful characters, this
book brings to life the vibrant atmosphere of the preseason baseball season. It’s a must-read for anyone
interested in the human side of the sport.

3. The Grapefruit League Chronicles: Winter Haven’s Role in Baseball
Focusing on the Grapefruit League, this book details Winter Haven’s significant contribution to spring training
from the early 20th century to modern times. It outlines the impact of various teams that called Winter
Haven home during spring and how the city’s facilities evolved over the decades. The narrative also covers the
economic and cultural influence of spring training on the local community.

4. Pitching in Paradise: The Players of Winter Haven Spring Training
Pitching in Paradise profiles some of the most notable pitchers and position players who trained in Winter
Haven. Through interviews and archival research, the book captures their experiences and challenges during
spring training. It also discusses how the training environment in Winter Haven helped shape their careers.

5. Fields of Dreams: The Evolution of Winter Haven’s Spring Training Stadiums
This volume traces the development of baseball facilities in Winter Haven, chronicling the construction,
upgrades, and eventual transformations of spring training stadiums. It highlights architectural designs and
community efforts to maintain the venues. The book includes rare photographs and blueprints that illustrate
the physical changes over the years.

6. Winter Haven Baseball: The Untold Stories of Spring Training
Winter Haven Baseball uncovers lesser-known tales and hidden gems from the city’s spring training history.
From unexpected player encounters to local fan traditions, the book paints a vivid picture of the unique
culture surrounding spring training. It also examines how Winter Haven’s identity has been shaped by its
baseball heritage.

7. Champions in the Sun: Winter Haven’s Role in Developing Baseball Legends
This book highlights how Winter Haven’s spring training programs contributed to the development of several



baseball legends. It offers detailed profiles of players who honed their skills in the city before rising to
stardom. The narrative emphasizes the importance of Winter Haven’s training environment in fostering talent.

8. From Offseason to Opening Day: The Winter Haven Spring Training Experience
From Offseason to Opening Day captures the rhythm and excitement of spring training in Winter Haven from the
perspective of players, coaches, and fans. It describes the daily routines, workouts, and community events that
define the preseason. The book also explores the anticipation and preparation leading up to the regular season.

9. Winter Haven’s Grapefruit League Legacy: A Community United by Baseball
This book examines how the Grapefruit League spring training in Winter Haven brought together the local
community and baseball enthusiasts. It discusses the social and economic impact of the league on the city and
how baseball became a unifying force. Readers will appreciate the lasting legacy that spring training left on
Winter Haven’s identity.

Winter Haven Spring Training
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  winter haven spring training: Spring Training Dan Shaughnessy, Stan Grossfeld, 2003 Before
the purpose-pitch that zips inches from the batter's head, before greenfly autograph-seekers stalk
hotel lobbies, before thousands of fans stand up and boo in 50,000-seat stadiums, before the
proverbial dog days of summer and the pressure-packed moments of October . . . there is sweet
spring. The long hello. Baseball's early season. The words spring training have long held special
power over baseball fans. They signal the arrival of fresh air and sunshine after a long winter devoid
of bare feet and box scores. The chance to see the game up close and personal, in beautiful slow
motion. No other sport undergoes this slow, glorious unfolding. And no other book captures
baseball's rite of passage in all its magic. Come on a wild ride through spring training's many
attractions and peculiarities, from Florida to Arizona, the National to the American League, the
dugouts to Section D. Glimpse retirees in Hawaiian shirts singing Take Me Out to the Ball Game,
million-dollar players taking it easy on the field and in the bars, young rookies flashing their skills,
grizzled vets going through the motions, wide-eyed children dressed from head to toe in their
favorite team's garb. It's all here, from Alligator Alley to Cactus Way, sit-ups to sunblock, home runs
to hangovers -- a lively tribute to America's favorite pastime in its purest, most wonderful form.
  winter haven spring training: Spring Training Handbook Josh Pahigian, 2013-06-12 Spring
training is a time of renewal for baseball, when teams and fans descend on Florida and Arizona to
begin the ever hopeful new season. The pace is a little slower, the fans are closer to the action, and
the players are more accessible: the sport returns to its idyllic roots. When the first edition of this
book was released, 18 of the MLB teams trained in Florida and 12 in Arizona. As 2013 arrives each
league consists of 15 teams; together they utilize 14 parks in Florida and 10 in Arizona. This heavily
illustrated work dedicates a chapter to each park, including modern Cactus League marvels like
Camelback Ranch and Salt River Fields, and Grapefruit League bastions like Joker Marchant
Stadium and McKechnie Field. Florida's Fenway Park replica, which opened in 2012, is included. In
addition to profiling the five parks that have opened since the first edition, the author has updated
the other chapters. Each provides a description of the park, and a recounting of its history, followed
by a summary of the home team or teams' spring history. Next is a review of the park's seating,
concessions and fan traditions. Each chapter concludes with information about nearby baseball
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landmarks and attractions.
  winter haven spring training: Broadcast Rites and Sites Joe Castiglione, Douglas B. Lyons,
2006-06-08 Veteran broadcaster Joe Castiglione combines the story of his baseball adventures with
the Cleveland Indians; the Milwaukee Brewers; and for twenty years, the Boston Red Sox, with a
travelogue of major American cities.
  winter haven spring training: The Summer of Ordinary Ways Nicole Lea Helget,
2008-10-14 Practicing baseball with Dad, then watching him go after a cow with a pitchfork in a fit
of rage. Playing chicken on the county road with semi trucks full of hogs. Flirting with the milkman.
Chasing with your sisters after Wreck and Bump, mangy mutts who prowl farmsteads killing
chickens and drinking fuel oil. Dandelion wine. The ghost of a girl buried alive over a century ago.
These unforgettable, sometimes hilarious images spill from a fierce and wondrous childhood into the
pages of The Summer of Ordinary Ways.
  winter haven spring training: Mike Hargrove and the Cleveland Indians Jim Ingraham,
2019-11-07 An inside, in-depth look at a fascinating baseball life . . . There were spectacular
highs—Rookie of the Year, All Star, World Series . . . And devastating lows—the end of his playing
days, a tragic accident in his second year as manager, a heartbreaker in the World Series, being
fired from the job he loved . . . Mike Hargrove truly spent a lifetime in baseball. From the sandlots of
tiny Perryton, Texas, to the biggest stage, Game 7 of the World Series, he played, coached, managed
. . . lived the game for four decades. The Cleveland Indians were at the center of Hargrove’s baseball
life for more than 20 years. He played for some mediocre Indians teams in the 1980s. He managed
some of the best Indians teams ever in the 1990s—including five consecutive division titles, one of
the most powerful offensive lineups in baseball history (Lofton, Belle, Baerga, Murray, Thome,
Ramirez) and two trips to the World Series. Not bad for a kid who didn’t play baseball in high school,
was a walk-on in college and an afterthought 25th-round draft pick. One constant in Hargrove’s
roller-coaster career: Sharon Hargrove. Their 50-year marriage in an unsteady business (from 1970
to 1995, the Hargroves lived in 23 different houses) is inspiring. This book takes a close-up look at a
life and career long under-appreciated—by us, not by him—perhaps because much of it was spent in
the shadows of so many big personalities. But Hargrove’s story includes big moments—both
heartbreaking and heart-stopping.
  winter haven spring training: A Tribe Reborn George Christian Pappas, 2019-02-19 For
almost fifty years, the Cleveland Indians were a joke. They had won the 1948 World Series with one
of the greatest teams of all time, but had not been to the playoffs since 1954 (losing to the New York
Giants in the World Series). Even the Major League movies poked fun at their inadequacy. That all
changed in the 1990s, when the Indians became one of the most dominant teams of the decade. A
Tribe Reborn tells the story of a failing franchise, from “The Mistake by the Lake” to “The Curse of
Rocky Colavito,” and how a laughingstock team that was on the verge of relocating changed its ways
to become a dominant franchise. With the building of the state-of-the-art Jacobs Field (which the
Indians sold out a record 455 consecutive games, from 1995–2001) to changes in how their scouting,
front office, and locker room were run, the team that nobody cared about became front-page news
across the country. With interviews from Jim Thome, Omar Vizquel, Mike Hargrove, John Hart, and
many more, A Tribe Reborn is a fantastic look inside how a losing franchise changed its ways to
become a perennial powerhouse. While the Indians of the ’90s never won a World Series (appearing
twice in 1995 and 1997), they are still remembered for their hard play, amazing talent, and rabid fan
base.
  winter haven spring training: International Tourism and American Small Business
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Small Business. Subcommittee on Export
Opportunities and Special Small Business Problems, 1986
  winter haven spring training: Advancing the Ball N. Jeremi Duru, 2011-01-07 Two days before
Super Bowl XLI in 2007, the game's two opposing head coaches posed with the trophy one of them
would hoist after the contest. It was a fairly unremarkable event, except that both coaches were
African American--a fact that was as much of a story as the game itself. As Jeremi Duru reveals in



Advancing the Ball, this unique milestone resulted from the work of a determined group of people
whose struggles to expand head coaching opportunities for African Americans ultimately changed
the National Football League. The book chronicles the campaign of former Cleveland Browns
offensive lineman John Wooten to undo decades of discriminatory head coach hiring practices and
spur a movement that would substantially impact the NFL and, potentially, the nation. Featuring an
impassioned foreword by Coach Tony Dungy, Advancing the Ball offers an eye-opening, first-hand
look at how a few committed individuals initiated a sea change in America's most popular sport and
added an extraordinary new chapter to the civil rights story.
  winter haven spring training: The Determined Entrepreneur James F. Grebey, 2013-11-20
Ralph Waldo Emerson, the 19th Century American writer and philosopher, wrote about the power of
the individual and the benefits of following your own path in life. His work might have defined the
modern entrepreneur. Emerson said; Life is a journey, not a destination. The Determined
Entrepreneur The Story of Dr George Tinsley and the Values that Guided His Journey to Success
looks at the values that guided one of Americas most improbable entrepreneurs on his journey to
success. By following his amazing life journey out of poverty the reader is able to experience in a
unique way how a truly determined person can overcome tremendous obstacles to achieve a lifetime
of repeated success. If you were to bet on a person who was likely to succeed you would never have
bet on George Tinsley. The odds against his success would have seemed far too great to be
overcome. To follow his journey, George Tinsley had to overcome an environment of extreme poverty
while growing up in one of the toughest inner city neighborhoods in an era of open racial
intolerance. By letting the values he learned early in life serve as guides throughout his life, he was
able to overcome the circumstances of his childhood and beat the odds to achieve great personal
success as a serial entrepreneur. George Tinsley's life proves that success doesn't come from luck.
Luck might explain one or even two significant accomplishments but becoming a serial entrepreneur
comes from the repeated application of a set of guiding principles that lead to the achievement one
goal after another. The entrepreneurial values that guided George Tinsley's life can be learned by
anyone who is determined to succeed. What were the values that that propelled this serial
entrepreneur and how did he learn and apply them?
  winter haven spring training: Major League Bride Kathleen Lockwood, 2014-01-10 My
day-to-day existence, writes Kathleen Lockwood, rested on the ability of my husband to throw a tiny
leather ball over ninety-five miles an hour past a large wooden bat. If that sounds like hyperbole,
consider this: In the 12 years that followed their wedding in 1970, Kathleen and major leaguer Skip
would move 35 times. The couple and their growing family endured three player strikes, a handful of
trades and trade rumors, and the steady threat of a career-ending arm injury. Kathleen built lifelong
friendships with other players' wives, managed their homes and cared for their children, and shared
in the cycle of triumph and defeat that is life in the major leagues.
  winter haven spring training: Bill Madden Bill Madden, 2004 The famed New York Daily
News baseball writer collects his most memorable stories about stunning upsets, miraculous
victories, scandals, record-setters, Hall of Famers, and more.
  winter haven spring training: It Was Never About the Babe Jerry M. Gutlon, 2015-09-22 For
years, Red Sox fans were told that their team was cursed because the Sox sold Babe Ruth to the
hated Yankees. But as Jerry Gutlon reveals in It Was Never About the Babe, there is much more
drama to Red Sox history than the “Curse of the Bambino.” The truth is more shocking than any
myth. With the thorough research of a seasoned journalist and the zeal of a lifelong Red Sox fan,
Gutlon explains why the Sox came up short season after season: ownership chose managers and
players not based on their talent, but on whom they drank with; before and after baseball integrated,
personal and institutional racism affected their decision-making; and their teams consistently lacked
the talent, leadership, chemistry, and luck needed to win championships. Most fans don’t know that
Babe Ruth was sold not just to produce a Broadway play, bust also because commissioner Ban
Johnson was trying to run Sox owner Harry Frazee out of baseball and because Ruth was a major
disruption in the Sox clubhouse. They will be surprised to learn that Jackie Robinson tried out at



Fenway Park and shocked to learn that much-admired Tom Yawkey, along with owning the Red Sox,
also owned a brothel for decades. Covering the early Red Sox championship dynasty of Ruth, the
never-good-enough teams of Ted Williams, Carl Yastrzemski, and Carlton Fisk and Curt Schilling, It
Was Never About the Babe is an eye-opening read for every baseball fan, and a must-own book for
every fan in Boston.
  winter haven spring training: Glory Days in Tribe Town Terry Pluto, Tom Hamilton,
2014-11-03 Relive the most thrilling seasons of Cleveland Indians baseball in recent memory!
Remember the excitement of those first years at Jacobs Field? When it seemed the Indians could find
a way to win almost any game? When screaming fans rocked the jam-packed stands every night?
When a brash young team snapped a forty-year slump and electrified the city? Those weren’t
baseball seasons, they were year-long celebrations. Step back into the glory days with sportswriter
Terry Pluto and broadcaster Tom Hamilton as they share behind-the-scenes stories about a team
with all-stars at nearly every position . . . a sparkling new ballpark . . . wild comeback victories . . . a
record sellout streak . . . two trips to the World Series . . . and a city crazed with Indians fever.
Revisit baseball’s most fearsome lineup: Albert Belle’s mighty swing and ferocious glare . . . Jim
Thome’s moon-shot home runs . . . Omar Vizquel’s poetry-in-motion play at shortstop . . . Kenny
Lofton’s exhilarating baserunning and over-the-wall catches . . . These two Cleveland baseball
veterans were there for it all. Now, they combine firsthand experience and in-depth player
interviews to tell a richly detailed story that Tribe fans will love.
  winter haven spring training: Willie Horton: 23 Willie Horton, Kevin Allen, 2022-07-12 A
compelling autobiography from one of Detroit's favorite sons At 15, Willie Horton received his first
contract offer to become a professional baseball player. At 20, he smacked his first major-league
home run. At 24, Horton stood in full uniform on the hood of his car, in the midst of burning homes
and overturned vehicles, and pleaded for an end to the violence of the 1967 Detroit riots. In this new
autobiography, Horton shares the fascinating story of his life and career, from growing up in
Detroit's Jeffries Projects as the youngest of 21 children to winning a World Series with his
hometown Tigers in 1968. Horton also candidly discusses the opposition he faced as a Black player,
his fond memories of Al Kaline, the joy he felt in returning to the Tigers as a front office executive,
and the many ways he still tries to give back to Detroit and his community. By turns heartrending
and hilarious, this timely chronicle is an essential contribution to baseball's written history.
  winter haven spring training: Jimmie Foxx Mark R. Millikin, 2005 The story of one of
baseball's most ferocious hitters, Jimmie Foxx. The most inclusive biography of Foxx to date,
Millikin's book provides a complete picture of his subject.
  winter haven spring training: Of Goats & Governors Steve Flowers, 2015-10-01 Few states
have as colorful a political history as Alabama, especially in the post-World War II era. During the
past six decades, the state played a central role in the civil rights movement, largely moved away
from its earlier farm-based economy and culture, and transitioned from a relatively
moderate-progressive Democratic Party politics to today's hard-core conservative Republican Party
domination. Moving onto and off Alabama's electoral stage during all these transformations have
been some of the most interesting figures in 20th-century American government and politics.
Swirling around these elected officials in the Heart of Dixie are stories, legends, and jokes that are
told and retold by political insiders, journalists, and scholars who follow the goings-on in Washington
and Montgomery. In Alabama, it seems, politics is not only a blood sport but high entertainment.
There could be no better guide to this colorful history than political columnist and commentator
Steve Flowers.
  winter haven spring training: Ted Williams Leigh Montville, 2005-03-15 The Kid. The
Splendid Splinter. Teddy Ballgame. One of the greatest figures of his generation, and arguably the
greatest baseball hitter of all time. But what made Ted Williams a legend – and a lightning rod for
controversy in life and in death? Still a gangly teenager when he stepped into a Boston Red Sox
uniform in 1939, Williams’s boisterous personality and penchant for towering home runs earned him
adoring admirers and venomous critics. In 1941, the entire country followed Williams's stunning



.406 season, a record that has not been touched in over six decades. Then at the pinnacle of his
prime, Williams left Boston to train and serve as a fighter pilot in World War II, missing three full
years of baseball, making his achievements all the more remarkable. Ted Willams's personal life was
equally colorful. His attraction to women (and their attraction to him) was a constant. He was
married and divorced three times and he fathered two daughters and a son. He was one of corporate
America's first modern spokesmen, and he remained, nearly into his eighties, a fiercely devoted
fisherman. With his son, John Henry Williams, he devoted his final years to the sports memorabilia
business, even as illness overtook him. And in death, controversy and public outcry followed
Williams and the disagreements between his children over the decision to have his body preserved
for future resuscitation in a cryonics facility--a fate, many argue, Williams never wanted. With
unmatched verve and passion, and drawing upon hundreds of interviews, acclaimed best-selling
author Leigh Montville brings to life Ted Williams's superb triumphs, lonely tragedies, and intensely
colorful personality, in a biography that is fitting of an American hero and legend.
  winter haven spring training: When the Game Changed George Castle, 2012-03-06 An
authoritative look back at the decade that brought America’s favorite game into the modern era.
  winter haven spring training: Satch, Dizzy, and Rapid Robert Timothy M. Gay, 2010-03-16
Before Jackie Robinson integrated major league baseball in 1947, black and white ballplayers had
been playing against one another for decades—even, on rare occasions, playing with each other.
Interracial contests took place during the off-season, when major leaguers and Negro Leaguers alike
fattened their wallets by playing exhibitions in cities and towns across America. These barnstorming
tours reached new heights, however, when Satchel Paige and other African- American stars took on
white teams headlined by the irrepressible Dizzy Dean. Lippy and funny, a born showman, the native
Arkansan saw no reason why he shouldn’t pitch against Negro Leaguers. Paige, who feared no one
and chased a buck harder than any player alive, instantly recognized the box-office appeal of
competing against Dizzy Dean’s All-Stars. Paige and Dean both featured soaring leg kicks and loved
to mimic each other’s style to amuse fans. Skin color aside, the dirt-poor Southern pitchers had
much in common. Historian Timothy M. Gay has unearthed long-forgotten exhibitions where Paige
and Dean dueled, and he tells the story of their pioneering escapades in this engaging book. Long
before they ever heard of Robinson or Larry Doby, baseball fans from Brooklyn to Enid, Oklahoma,
watched black and white players battle on the same diamond. With such Hall of Fame teammates as
Josh Gibson, Turkey Stearnes, Mule Suttles, Oscar Charleston, Cool Papa Bell, and Bullet Joe Rogan,
Paige often had the upper hand against Diz. After arm troubles sidelined Dean, a new pitching
phenom, Bob Feller—Rapid Robert—assembled his own teams to face Paige and other blackballers.
By the time Paige became Feller’s teammate on the Cleveland Indians in 1948, a rookie at age
forty-two, Satch and Feller had barnstormed against each other for more than a decade. These often
obscure contests helped hasten the end of Jim Crow baseball, paving the way for the game’s
integration. Satchel Paige, Dizzy Dean, and Bob Feller never set out to make social history—but
that’s precisely what happened. Tim Gay has brought this era to vivid and colorful life in a book that
every baseball fan will embrace.
  winter haven spring training: Curse of Rocky Colavito Terry Pluto, 2007-04 Ever since the
ill-fated trade of Rocky Colavito to Detroit in 1960, Indians fans have watched their team stumble
through an extraordinary array of misdeeds, misfortunes, and outright tragedies. This series of
funny, fond, and irreverent vignettes captures the frustration, anger--and undying optimism--of
baseball's worst team. Photos.
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